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highly technical letter from Masha. She asked for certain
American catalogues, as she had heard that American -con-
veyors were much superior to those in her factory. She told how
she had attended special courses while working, and that she
was now director of the factory and was anxious to have the
most up-to-date machinery. The Soviet system has liberated all
the latent intellectual and artistic abilities of all the workers,
and the riches that will accrue to the country from this libera-
tion can as yet hardly be estimated. One is often asked where
the money comes from for all this education, since the U.S.S.R.
is still such a poor country. It comes from the State. The profits
of industry, instead of being appropriated by private individuals,
belong to the State and are given back to the workers in various
forms. One of these forms is education.
Equality. The classless character of the education is also of
great importance. All children go to the same kind of school.
Size of classes, building and equipment, are the same for all
children. The differences that exist are temporary, due to local
difficulties which must disappear, not to any policy that one
part of the nation's children requires a much superior type of
school than another. The bias may vary, but the curriculum
is the same for all children up to the age of sixteen, when
specialisation begins. As soon as there are enough ten-year
schools, all children will go to school until eighteen. Manual
work, which includes an elementary knowledge of practical
agriculture and care of animals even for urban children, is part of
everybody's education. It is hoped that this training will gradu-
ally destroy the division between manual and intellectual labour.
Equality of the sexes is an axiom of the Communist faith. In
the educational field it expresses itself first and foremost in
co-education, which is the universal rule. The attitude to
co-education is not unconnected with the economic equality and
freedom of the sexes, which leads to a healthier sex relationship
among adults. This in turn influences the children. Girls and
boys receive exactly the same kind of education. In all examina-
tions the same subjects are set for girls and boys, men and